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The mission of our congregation is to multiply and equip the children of God’s household! 

Wednesday Evening  

Contemporary Worship 

February 3, 17 & 24  

at 6:00 pm 
 

Saturday Evening  

Worship 

February 6, 13, 20 & 27 

at 5:30 pm 
 

Sunday Morning  

Worship  

February 7, 14, 21 & 28 

at 9:00 am  
 

Monthly Communion  

Linn Haven  

Rehab & Healthcare 

February 3 at 1:30 pm  
 

NH Nursing  

& Rehabilitation Center  

& Kensington Place 

February 18 at 3:00 pm 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  WE BEGIN OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
 

The ashes.  The imposition.  The cross. The words.  “Remember you are dust and to 

dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).  So marks the beginning of the Lenten journey 

on Ash Wednesday, February 10th. 

 

The word, “Imposition” as it is used on Ash Wednesday means “to impose, lay, affix.”  

However, another meaning of the word is “an uncalled-for burden.”  That works too.  

Our creator God never called for the ashes of death brought on by the burden of sin.                   

It was an uncalled-for burden in the perfect world that He created. 

 

But because of sin’s life-shattering entry into His world, a sin-forgiving,                              

burden-bearing, death-crushing Savior became necessary.  Imposed unto a cross,       

Jesus received a bloodied crown for his forehead and then spoke the words, “It is        

finished.” 

 

The sin. The hope.  The Savior.  The cross.  The victory.  “Death is swallowed up                    

in victory.  Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:54-57).  So marks the beginning of our Lenten journey                   

toward the victory of resurrection. 

 

Our Lenten journey this year will focus on the theme, “Belonging to God:  What                    

Difference Does That Make?”  We proclaim at worship that we are the Lord’s people.  

God has bought us with the price of the sufferings and death of his Son, Jesus.  We are 

baptized into that death and resurrection.  What now?  How does that look from day to 

day?  Are we truly living as the redeemed, forgiven people of God?  Several                    

NOOMA short videos will guide us as we explore what we as a church are about.                 

At non-communion Wednesday services, we will use the popular Holden Evening 

Prayer as our evening musical liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

The Lenten schedule follows: 

 

February 10 Ash Wednesday - Forgiven By God 

        6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship w/Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 

        No LIGHT or Confirmation Class—Students should worship with their families. 

        7:00 pm Bell Choir Practice & Gospel Group  

 

February 17 “Trees” – Do Our Lives Even Matter? 

        5:00 – 5:50 pm Meal 

        6:00 pm Worship Service 

        6:40 pm LIGHT, Confirmation Class, Bell Choir Practice and Gospel Group 

 

February 24 “Rhythm” – Are Our Lives in Time with God’s Plan for the World? 

        5:00 – 5:50 pm Meal 

        6:00 pm Worship Service 

        6:40 pm LIGHT, Confirmation Class, Bell Choir Practice and Gospel Group 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

Please think of sharing your talent for special Easter music on March 27.   
Call Andrea Strottmann at 394-5338. 

Coin Folders are inserted in this newsletter.  When you fill your coin folders, you may 

place them in any Sunday’s offering plate or bring them to the church office.  The offering 
from the coin folders will be used as benevolence for EWALU and Ingham Okoboji Lutheran 

Bible Camps. 
 

Coin folders will be mailed to the members that receive their newsletter via email.   We will 

also have coin folders available at the back of the sanctuary.   

**********************************************************************************************************

   March 2 “Luggage” – Why Is It So Hard to Forgive? 

           5:00 – 5:50 pm Meal 

          6:00 pm Worship Service with Holy Communion 

            6:40 pm LIGHT, Confirmation Class, Bell Choir Practice and Gospel Group 

 

   March 9 “Name” – Are We So Concerned With What Others Think That We  

   Miss Out On Being Who God Created Us To Be? 

            5:00 – 5:50 pm Meal 

           6:00 pm Worship Service 

           6:40 pm LIGHT, Confirmation Class, Bell Choir Practice and Gospel Group 

 

March 16 “Shells” - Are We So Busy That We Miss Out On What We Are Supposed To Be Doing? 

        5:00 – 5:50 pm Meal 

        6:00 pm Worship Service with Holy Communion 

        6:40 pm LIGHT, Confirmation Class, Bell Choir Practice and Gospel Group 

 

HOLY WEEK: 

 

March 16, 19, 20 Palm Sunday Week –Procession with Palms and Holy Communion 

 

March 23 No Meal, Worship Service,  LIGHT or Confirmation Class 

 

March 24 Maundy Thursday “The Last Supper” with Holy Communion at 7 pm 

We will again be presenting this drama of the last meal that our Lord Jesus had with the disciples.  We are looking for 

people, mostly men to volunteer for parts in this event.  Please speak to one of the pastors or call the church office. 

 

March 25 Good Friday – Tenebrae Worship at 7 pm 

 

No Saturday Worship Service 

 

March 27 EASTER “ALLELUIA” 

             6:30 am Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion at the Dean & Nancy Morris home (Tentative) 

             8:00 & 9:30 am Festival Worship with Holy Communion at Church 

Presidents Report by Bob Savre: 
Just an update on our financial situation. We had a lengthy visit surrounding our general budget/fund at our January 

meeting .  The budget/finance committee has agreed to meet, and 3 of us are also meeting with the Synod’s office to  

discuss our situation as well. We hope to share more communications in the future with our church membership. As of 

12-31-15, our general fund had a balance of $30,351.83, which was down from $66,884.13 a year prior (12-31-14) and 

down from $104,933 2 years ago (12-31-13). Clearly our expenses have been exceeding our income given to our general 

fund the past couple of years. 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:                       
February is Trinity’s turn to help supply volunteers to work at the New Hampton                                            
Food Pantry.  The pantry is open every Friday morning from 9AM to noon.   
 

The Fridays in February that volunteers are needed are:  February 5, 12, 19 & 26. 
If  you are able to help on any of these Fridays, please contact Gregg Shattuck at 
394-2237. 

          Join us every Sunday morning at 10:00 am following worship in the Fireside Room.                         

    Everyone is welcome.   

 
 

February 7:  Bible Study with Jane Kraft 

February 14:  Scriptures about Love 

February 21: Heart Health with Kathy Babcock (blood pressure checks @ 8:30-9:00 & 10:00-10:30) 

February 28:  Current Issues 

During the season of Lent we journey with Jesus to the cross.  As a discipline to help                      

us do that, Pastor Cindy will be showing the movie Jesus Is Nazareth at 5 p.m. on                 

the six Sundays of Lent, which begin February 14th. This movie begins with the                       

Annunciation (the angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she will be the  mother of                   

God's Son) and ends just before the ascension.  We talk about Jesus' birth at Christmas,    

his  death and resurrection at Easter and a few parables and miracles throughout the 

year. By watching this movie, we will look at his entire life here on earth from beginning 

to end.  If you are interested in joining us to watch the movie, please let Pastor Cindy 

know. 

**********************************************************************************************************

Many thanks go out to those who helped to decorate the church for the holidays AND to those who 

helped to take all of the decorations down.  That job seems to be “overlooked” – so thanks to all 

who helped to do that.   

 

“Soap”er bowl preparations have been successful – we have  a nice variety of soap for the food 

pantry. Thank you for all of your contribution. 

 

The “Birthday Cake Bags” have been a great success. Last year Trinity donated 30 “Birthday Cake Bags” to the local 

elementary school. Let’s put a smile on the face of more children this year. The Mission Cross project for February is                 

to collect "Birthday Cake Bags".  To make a bag is simple: just put a cake mix box, frosting mix (box or can), disposable 

cake pan and candles/decoration in a decorative bag and drop it in the boxes at the foot of the Mission Cross. (If you 

have extra cake mixes, frosting mixes/cans, pan or decorations/candles you want to include, we will "bag them up" at                

the end of the month.) Let's make every child's birthday a HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

We will be reading The Invisible Wall by Harry Bernstein.  The book can be picked up at the 
library.   We will be meeting at Vi Sullivan’s at 7:00 on February 16, 2016.   

**********************************************************************************************************

NEW PARAMENTS 

 

The new green paraments have arrived.  Memorials given to TWELCA since 2009 plus recent 

memorials and donations have been used to pay for them. 

 

Recent memorials included were in memory of Dorothy Moetsch, Adam Liddle, Erwin Drewis, 

and Herman Meyer.  TWELCA wishes to thank all who have given to this fund. 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

     Many thanks to these people for delivering Meals On Wheels during the months of December 

and January:  Nancy Griffin, Paul and Lucy Hereid, Jolene Brudevold, Janet Blatti, Bob and 

Sheryl Linderbaum, Nancy Morris, Dave & Jane Kraft, Wayne Moetsch, LeRoy and Danice  

Larson, Lois Betzer, Geri Oltrogge, LaVerne & Mary Nelson and myself. I appreciate the new 

people for stepping up and giving it a try!  I also had some people give me their phone numbers 

to be on a sub list.  Thanks millions!  
 

     Remember that Trinity does Meals On Wheels in July also, so if you would like to give it a try, just give me a call or 

Ellen at Church.  It only takes about 20 minutes of your time beginning at 10:45 and it isn’t every day.  You can do it by 

yourself or have someone help you, whatever works best for you.  These people look forward to a warm meal and some  

fellowship.  It only takes a few minutes to put a smile on someone’s face and to warm their hearts and body.  Not to                      

mention how it makes you feel! 
   

        If you would like to volunteer, just call the Church at 394-2552 or myself at 394-2808. 
 

Bonnie Gage 

Meals On Wheels Coordinator 

Summer Camp 

The Summer 2016 schedule for EWALU has arrived.  A poster with the programs and 

dates can be found on the bulletin board in the coat room along with flyers that you can 

take with you.   Early registration deadline is February 26th.   Remember to fill out        

Campership forms available from the office to help with registration costs. 
 

Our quilting schedule continues on Wednesday mornings at 8:30 - 11:00 on February 3, 10, 17 & 24.      

There is a nice coffee break about 10:15.  We welcome all of you to come to share in the fellowship. 
 

Both Circle Bible Study groups will meet on Wednesday, February 10th at 1:30 pm.  The Lydia &       

Miriam group will meet in the Fireside Room with Lucy Hereid as hostess.  The Elizabeth & Martha                    

group will meet in the Conference Room with June Sweitzer hosting. We welcome anyone who would                     

like to share in the Bible Study and fellowship. 

youth news… 
         LIGHT and Star Mentoring to Team Up for Roller Skating Party 
         On Sunday, January 31st, the church will host a roller skating party for all LIGHT students and 

         teachers, their families, the confirmation youth and those involved in the Star Mentoring program, 

         both mentors and their students.  The party will be from 3:30-5:30 pm at the Crystal Ball Roller 
         Rink and each person will be asked to pay $2.   

 

Confirmation and High School Youth to SKY ZONE in Cedar Rapids on Sunday, February 21st. 

Come and jump to your heart’s delight at the Sky Zone trampoline park in Cedar Rapids on Sunday, February 21st.               

We will leave from the church parking lot following a short high school mission meeting which will begin at 10 am.              

We will drive to Cedar Rapids and have time to jump and have fun.  After we jump we go to Cici’s Pizza for a pizza                 

buffet and then return home around 6 pm.  Cost for the day is $25 which will pay for the Sky Zone admission and                  

jump socks as well as the pizza buffet afterwards.   

IMPORTANT:  In order to go, you need to sign up and have paid your non-refundable $25 in Pr. Kevin’s office as well 

as having a waiver signed by your parent and turned in with your money.  If you do not have your waiver done and paid 

in advance by February 14th, you will not be allowed to attend.  We do need parents to help drive as well.                            

See Pr. Kevin. 

**********************************************************************************************************

We look forward to March 4th (Friday) World Day of Prayer, the Harvest Church will be the host sight. 
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Wednesday Schedule  
Meal: 5:00 - 5:50 

Worship 6:00 –  6:30 

LIGHT Education: 6:40-7:30 

Noisy Collection Competition 
We will be having another Noisy 

Collection Competition in the months 

of February and March. The winning 

group will get to vote on how to 

celebrate. This time the money will be 

going towards our Vacation Bible 

School program for this summer. 

Facebook Page  
Want to stay connected to what is 

happening at Trinity? Like us on 

Facebook on our Trinity Lutheran 

page. Each week we post the menu 

for  Wednesday  night,  along  with 

lots of other information about what 

is going on at our  church. 

Ash Wednesday  
Just a reminder that there will be no 

LIGHT on Ash Wednesday, which is 

on February 10. There is also no meal 

that night. There will be a special 

church service for Ash Wednesday. 

Sunday Singing  
All children are asked to sing during 

the church service on Sunday, 

February 7th. We will be singing 

“Every Move I  Make.” 
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Volunteers Needed  
We are in need of teachers to help 

teach LIGHT each month. Teachers 

are asked to commit to just one 

month of teaching. For that month, 

they will teach a rotation of art, 

music, science, technology, 

cooking, or drama. The lessons are 

written out, but you are welcome to 

adjust as you see fit. You teach one 

lesson for the month, but will adjust 

it for four different age groups. 

Please consider helping out for one 

month this spring! Contact the office 

or LIGHT committee Emily Sanford, 

Val Frey, or Sara Throndson if you 

are interested! 

Upcoming  Dates  
February 7 – All kids sing in church 

February 10 – Ash Wednesday 

No LIGHT Classes 

March 27 – Easter Sunday 
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Monday, February 1 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
 

Wednesday, February 3 
8:30 am Quilting 
1:30 pm Communion Service – Linn Haven Healthcare & 
Rehab  
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Contemporary Worship  
6:30 pm – Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8

 
Grade Confirmation Class  

6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
 

Thursday, February 4 
9:30 am Bible Study 
6:00 pm Rental – Fireside Room  
 

Friday, February 5 
9:00 am Food Pantry Volunteers 
 

Saturday, February 6 
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional w/Communion) 
 

Sunday, February 7 
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional w/Communion) 
 - LIGHT Kids to sing 
10:00 am Adult Sunday school  

 2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry 
  

Monday, February 8  
 

Tuesday, February 9 
3:15 pm Chapel Service @ NHNRC 
4:00 pm Chapel Service @ Linn Haven Healthcare & Rehab 
 

Wednesday, February 10 – Ash Wednesday 
8:30 am Quilting 
1:30 pm Miriam & Lydia Bible Study 
  (Hostess:  Lucy Hereid) 
1:30 pm Elizabeth/Martha Women's Bible Study 
 (Hostess:  June Sweitzer)  
6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship    
 with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 
No LIGHT or Confirmation Class – 
 Students should worship with their family 
6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice & Bell Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, February 11 
9:00 am Fellowship Hall Rental 
9:00 am Chickasaw Child Abuse Council – Conf. Room 
9:30 am Bible Study – Fireside Room 
6:00 pm Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting  
 

Friday, February 12   
9:00 am Food Pantry Volunteers 
 

Saturday, February 13  
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional) 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunday, February 14 - Valentine's Day 
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional) – Gospel Group 
10:00 am Adult Sunday school  

 2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry 
5:00 pm Jesus of Nazareth Movie 
 

Monday, February 15 
 

Tuesday, February 16 
7:00 pm Book Club @ Vi Sullivan's Home 

 

Wednesday, February 17  
8:30 am Quilting 
1:00 pm NH Ministerial Meeting 
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 

6:00 pm Wednesday Worship   
6:30 pm – Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8

 
Grade Confirmation Class  

6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
 

Thursday, February 18 
9:30 am Bible Study   
3:00 pm Communion Service @ NHNRC & Kensington  
 

Friday, February 19  
9:00 am Food Pantry Volunteers 
 

Saturday, February 20 
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional w/Communion) 
  

Sunday, February 21  
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional w/Communion)   
10:00 am Adult Sunday School   
2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry 
5:00 pm Jesus of Nazareth Movie 
 

Monday, February 22 
 

Tuesday, February 23 
 

Wednesday, February 24 
8:30 am Quilting 
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 

6:00 pm  Wednesday Worship   
6:30 pm – Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8

 
Grade Confirmation Class  

6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
 

Thursday, February 25 
9:30 am Bible Study  
5:30 – 9:00 pm Rental -  
7:00 pm Alzheimer's & Dementia Support Group @ Linn Haven 
 

Friday, February 26   
9:00 am Food Pantry Volunteers 
 

Saturday, February 27   
noon – 4:00 pm - Rental  
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional) 
 

Sunday, February 28 
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional) – Bell Choir 
10:00 am Adult Sunday school  

 1:00 pm Tree of Life Conference Assembly  
    – Grace Lutheran, Tripoli 
 2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry 

5:00 pm Jesus of Nazareth Movie 
 

Monday, February 29  
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

Nancy Morris, Joy Hall, Paul & Kathy Braithwaite will serve in  February.  

 

Communion dates in February are:  Feb. 3, 6, 7, 10 (Ash Wed.) 20, & 21. 

 

Thank you to  June Sweitzer, Melissa Drewelow,  

Karen & Olin Amundsun for serving in January. 

In memory of Virgil & Marie Denner  

$1,000.00 General Fund 

Anderson, Nicole        2/01           

Hanson, Darrell            2/01 
Larsen, Colin               2/01 

Ysbrand, Rachel            2/01 
Stochl, Wyatt                2/02 

Utley, Jennifer              2/02 

Amundson, Karen          2/03  
Hauser, David               2/04 

Heeren, Jenna  2/04 
Kuehn, Jennifer            2/04 

Wemark, Zachary          2/04  
Hogeland, Scott            2/05 

Nuss, Carolyn               2/05 

Tank, LaVonne              2/05 
Albrecht, Kinsli  2/06 

Kuehn, Amy                  2/06 
Farrell, Renae             2/07 

Tank, Lurlean               2/07 

Dungey, Kimber            2/08 
Kramer, Kasjan  2/08 

Wilson, Jamie               2/08 
Zipse, Dennis               2/08 

Griffin, Garth                2/09 
Griffin, Nancy                2/09 

Sander, Wayne              2/10 

Sittig, Darwin                2/10 
Stumme, Robert            2/10 

Feuling, Daniel              2/11 
Needham, Donna          2/11  

Nelson, Alyssa              2/11 

Rapenske, Andi             2/12  
Meissen, Hannah          2/13 
 

Kolthoff, Edith              2/14 

Schmidt, Larry  2/14 
Schnieder, Bernard        2/14 

Smith, Morgan             2/14 
Babcock, Kathy          2/15 

Gitch, Jeff              2/15 

Browning, Darrel           2/16  
Hauser, Hayden            2/16 

Kane, Kelsey              2/16 
Drewis, Edna                2/17 

Hyer, Jennifer              2/17  
Mudd, Emily              2/17 

Newbrough, Robert       2/17 

Zipse, Merlyn               2/17 
Bachman, Roxanne        2/18 

Schulz, Tyler                2/18 
Vondersitt, Mason         2/18 

 

Glaser, Dawson             2/19  

Qualley, Rose               2/19  
Stumme, Bryce              2/19 

Dungey, Cory                2/20 
King, Melody                 2/20  

Larsen, Marvin              2/20 

Zabel, Abigail           2/20  
Beckman, Kathy        2/21 

Cole, Dr. Garry              2/21   
McShane, Steven          2/22 

Tank, Norma Jean         2/22 
Troyna, David              2/22 

Dungey, Macy  2/23 

Roethler, Larry  2/23 
Snyder, Barb                2/23 

Stochl, Carter               2/23   
Gray, Rochelle              2/24 

Schutte, Cora  2/24 

Throndson, Brenna        2/24 
Cole, Sally                   2/25 

Gray, LeRoy                 2/25  
Kane, Keegan                2/25 

Snyder, Jenna  2/25 
Stumme, Kathy             2/25 

Linderbaum, Bob      2/26  

Boehmer, Phoenix 2/27 
Johnson, Marlys            2/27 

Lester, Thelma              2/27 
Morris, Dean                 2/27 

Boss, Emily                  2/28 

Crooks, Kendra              2/28 
Dungey, Anthony 2/29 

Flugge, Brenda  2/29 
  

Steve & Shelley McShane      02/08               Ken & Lily Tank                    02/17 

Ed & Angie Dunlap                02/12  Bob & Carol Gorman             02/21 
Bernard & Dixie Schnieder    02/13  Shane & Dawn Erlandson      02/22 

Bob & Kathy Beckman           02/14  Tom & Linda Torkelson          02/22 
Michial & Amy Kane, Jr.         02/14  Gail & Nancy Pontenberg      02/25 

Roger & Deb Mohring            02/14  Tom & Sarah Collins              02/28 

In memory of Erwin Drewis 

a gift was given to TWELCA  

to be used for the new paraments  

from Edna Drewis, Dale & Diane Mooberry. 
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December 2015 Ministry Update 
Christmas greetings from the UK.  It’s hard to believe that our annual carol-singing                                                                 
and bag-packing events for donations is well underway again. We praise God that                  
we have been able to book even more events than last year…147 in 25 days. It is           
hard work performing and collecting donations for 7 hours a day, but our men and women 
have had incredibly great attitudes.  The 6 teams that I (Lynne) have led in the past 8 days 
have been amazing.  And while it is work, the team spirit and camaraderie that is fostered 
during this season is such a highlight for many, including us.  The donations we collect 
during this short season enable us to pay our bills during the slower winter months as we 
always want to keep Betel free to those who seek our help.  We also praise God that we 
are still able to sing Christian carols that preach the Gospel.  We recognize in our politically 
correct world that the day may come when they ban these Biblical songs from the public, 
but again for this year, we continue to sing “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”,  “The First 
Noel” and many others in the streets, supermarkets and malls. 
 
Our Coventry Community 

Changes and transitions are always happening at Betel.  Very few of the men and women who come to us for help                      
are called to serve here long-term like Timon and me, but we always want them to stay long enough to develop a                         
relationship with Christ so they can succeed and walk with Him once they leave us. 
 
After nearly 3 years in Betel, our leader, Justin, decided to move back to Wales.  He has a 5-year-old son that he had 
been in the process of building a relationship with while he was in Betel that he is now able to visit more frequently.                   
As well, he has found a job as a tree surgeon because of skills he gained while at Betel.  We pray that he continues to 
pursue the Lord as he transitions from living in community to living on his own. 
 
We are now blessed to have Steve as our leader. He was leading another men’s house in Birmingham when he                     
was asked to become the new men’s house leader in Coventry.  He has been in Betel for over 5 years and despite a 
violent past, he has become a kind, gentle, solid man of God. He has a spiritual depth that makes us very grateful for the 
example he is to our men and we have noticed a change in the spiritual atmosphere thanks to his influence. He has a 
real servant’s heart and we see God’s hand in these changes over the past couple of months. 
 
Addiction is always a challenging stronghold to overcome, but God recently reminded us in a very sweet way how                     
sometimes even a short stay in Betel is where He at least plants the seed of the Gospel.  Danny was a 46-year-old                   
English traveller--what we would call a gypsy--who had been addicted to cocaine for over 20 years.  He had a faithful 
wife who loved him and 6 kids, but after decades of addiction, he knew that he had to get help if he was going to keep 
his family together.  The first Friday night church service he attended was the first time he had ever been to church in his 
entire life.  God touched him in a profound way through the worship and the sermon.  Even though his sister earns a            
living as a clairvoyant and he did not know anything about the Bible, he did not agree with her practices.  He was                     
so excited about everything he was learning about God, Jesus and the Bible.  He can’t read and found himself so                 
frustrated at one point that he pointed to the Bible and declared, “I want to know what’s in that Book!”  We were able to 
get him an MP3 player with a Bible on it and he listened to it constantly as he worked and around the home.  Sadly, after 
only one month with us, he missed his wife and kids so much that he went back to them.  We pray that the seed                     
God planted will continue to grow and lead to a harvest not just for him, but for his whole family.  His almost child-like 
enthusiasm for the Gospel and the Bible was a real testimony to all of us about how much joy do we have knowing 
what’s “in that Book”. 
 

Rising Café Update 

We praise God for the almost “instant success” that our Rising 
Café has had in Coventry Cathedral.  We have been rated #1 on 
Trip Advisor out of 471 restaurants in Coventry for over a month! 
This café is teaching our men and women work skills, providing a 
business to financially support Betel’s work, giving our men and 
women an opportunity to share their testimonies with the public 
and enabling us to partner with those who want to help Betel. 
 
Our house in Coventry is planning an expansion project this spring 

that will increase our capacity by another 8-10 beds. This is made 

possible because of a contact through the café who has ex-

pressed an interest in helping us get the materials needed to con-

vert the attic to another dorm room. We have men who can do the 

labor, but just need to be able to get the materials for free or at 

very reduced prices. We pray that this  
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influential contact through the café comes through for us. He has already helped us with contacts for a second-hand 
furniture shop we are looking to open in Coventry, so we believe that he will. The Lord is blessing this business, which 
enables us continue to offer Betel for free and make room for more men and women to receive help and hear the good 
news of Christ. 
 

30
th

 Anniversary of Betel International 

 
In November, Timon was able to attend the 30

th
 anniversary celebration of Betel International in Madrid.  I was unable 

to join him due to my visa renewal process.  The weekend was a time of remembrance and giving glory to God that, 
from one heroin addict who came looking for help 30 years ago, the grace of God has taken this ministry into over 100 
cities in 24 countries around the world. Tens of thousands have been helped, churches have been planted and 2400 
men women and children are currently being cared for in our many residential homes around the world. It was a time 
of remembering the wonders that the Lord has done and Timon came home very inspired by the stories he heard over 
the weekend. 
  
Iglesia Betel in Madrid 

Praises & Prayer Requests 

 PRAISE - For breakthrough in the spiritual atmosphere of the house and that the men currently with us are starting 
to respond to the Gospel. 

 

 PRAISE - Lynne passed her "Life in the UK" test the first time. 
 

 Wisdom in ministering to our men and women and continued spiritual hunger and growth in those we supervise. 
 

 Success with our December fund-raising and that everyone would stay healthy during this busy season. 
 

 Materials for free to expand our Coventry men’s house. 
 

 For the Lord to lead us to the right building in the right location at the right price for our new church and national                           
headquarters. We continue to ask Him for this knowing that He will provide at the right time. 

 

 For Lynne’s Indefinite Leave to Remain application (like a green card) to be accepted. We really, really need your 
prayers for this. Without going into all the details, they changed the financial qualifications for acceptance that make 
it a bit challenging for a missionary couple. We’ve had to hire a lawyer to increase our chances of it being accepted. 
As Timon cannot get a visa into the US, we would be grateful for your prayers that there are no issues with my   
application.  It can take up to 6 months to get a decision, so this will be an ongoing prayer request until we hear 
from them.   

 
Thank you for your prayers and financial gifts so we can serve with Betel International here in the UK.  We appreciate 
your partnership with us in this amazing ministry that has been preaching the Gospel and changing lives all over the 
world over the past 30 years.  We pray that you have a blessed Christmas season filled with hope and joy as we                     
celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
Timon and Lynne Robins 
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