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The mission of our congregation is to multiply and equip the children of God’s household! 

 As I mentioned in a previous Trumpet article, this year we will be                           

celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Church.  We don’t talk much about 

the Reformation, as the start of the Lutheran Church is called, mostly because the             

tradition here at Trinity is for our ninth graders to be confirmed on Reformation              

Sunday and therefore the focus is entirely on confirmation.  This year Confirmation 

Sunday will be one week later, the first Sunday in November, which is also All Saints’ 

Sunday, so we can celebrate the Reformation on Reformation Sunday. 

 

 Throughout this year we will have a number of activities that will help remind 

us, or help us to learn, about the Reformation.  Here are some of the things to look for: 

 

1. Every week we will have a question relating to the Reformation right before 

worship.  It will be a multiple choice question and the answer will be given 

after you all have had a chance to answer it, or at least think about it.                         

2. Every Trumpet now through October will have a special article relating to the 

Reformation.  Look for Martin Luther:  Monk to Reformer in this trumpet. 

3. I will be showing the DVD Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation on  

Sunday, January 15 at 5 p.m., with a January 22 backup date in case of                    

inclement weather on the 15th.  This special will be shown on PBS at some 

time this year, but I have a copy and we can watch it together.  The DVD is 

one hour long, and we will have a brief discussion afterward.  We might even 

have some popcorn during the movie! 

4. I am considering some Bible studies at some point this year.  One possibility is 

a study of the book of Romans because it is what Martin Luther was studying 

when he came to understand that we are saved by the grace of God and not by 

any works that we might do.  Another possibility would be a study of the 

Psalms just because it was a book on which Luther lectured.  Darlyce Hamann 

is also working on some Reformation studies for the Adult Sunday School 

class. 

5. On October 29, Reformation Sunday, I’m working with Susanne Hauge to plan 

a German potluck with perhaps the meat provided, so all you German cooks 

out there be thinking of your favorite German dishes.  After the potluck we 

will watch the movie Luther.  By that time you should have a pretty good                  

understanding of the characters in the movie and it should be easy to follow. 

 

      And of course, we cannot forget Luther’s Catechism.  Martin Luther is best 

known for writing the Small Catechism, which he intended to be used in the home by 

parents to teach their children.  However, it became widely used by Lutheran pastors   

to teach Confirmation students.  Instead of teaching a course on the Catechism, I’ve 

decided to approach it another way.  Every month in the Trumpet I will pose a scenario 

and ask you which of the Ten Commandment(s) were broken.   

(Continued on Next Page) 
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               2017 Trinity Church Council Members 
 

President - Bob Beckman           Vice President - Marv Larsen 

Secretary - Melissa Drewelow         Treasurer - Ellen Franzen 

Financial Secretary - Mike Babcock         Building & Grounds - Mick Gage 

Christian Education -  Sara Throndson        Congregational Life - Susanne Hauge 

Long Range Planning - Kathy Beckman        Social Ministry - Bev Jerdee 

Stewardship - Donna Kubesh          Worship & Music - Linda Schwickerath        

Youth -  Caitlyn Sittig 

**********************************************************************************************************

Installation for Council members will be Wednesday January 4 and during the weekend services January                    

7 & 8. Please plan to attend one service during this time.  We will meet for our first Council meeting on                    

Thursday, January 12th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.     

**********************************************************************************************************

So, dust off your Catechisms.  Here is the first scenario: You are in Fareway and you overhear a person tell              

another person that John Doe, a member of the community, was caught stealing $300 from his employer.  

You dash home and call everyone you know so you can tell them about it.  This is big news!  They are not   

going to believe it!  When thinking about which commandment(s) you broke, don’t forget that Luther has a not 

only “don’t do this” but adds a “do this” to his explanation.  The answer will be in next month’s Trumpet.  If you 

don’t have a Catechism, we have some pocket size versions in the office we can give you. 

 I’m looking forward to this year.  I think it will be fun to have a year (or ten months, actually) devoted to the study 

of the Reformation.  We seem to have gotten away from our Lutheran roots. 

 

           Happy New Year! 

           Pastor Cindy 

A Message From The 2017 Council President, Bob Beckman. 

Happy New Year and God’s blessings for 2017 

 

I am looking forward to serving as President of the Church Council for 2017. We do face some challenges, most notably 

the budget. However, I strongly believe together we can overcome these issues and continue to “Multiply and Equip  

The Children of God’s Household”. 
 

I want everyone to know I am open to all suggestions and constructive criticism. My home phone number is                    

641-394-4456, my email address is rpbeckman@hotmail.com, and my home address is 1923 Kenwood Avenue, New 

Hampton, 50659. I can also be contacted through the Church office. As a heads up, any mail sent to my home and not 

signed or phone messages without the caller identifying themselves will be discarded. I believe in being open and I 

would appreciate it if you would be also. Please remember, all decisions are Council decisions. They may differ with 

your opinions, but the Council is pledged to do what they believe is in the best interest of Trinity. 
 

Each month I am going to try to highlight a committee ministry and let you know what is going on with them and what 

their objectives are. As we all know, these ministries are the backbone of Trinity. We are extremely fortunate to have a 

number of volunteers step up and fill the roles required to successfully fulfill the mission of each ministry. 
 

I will start off this month with Long Range Planning. Kathy Beckman is the chairperson for this ministry with Pastor 

Kevin, Donna Becker, Shelly McShane, Kathy Braithwaite, Donna Gebel, Tony Gebel, and Regan Gebel volunteering  

as the committee. They are currently working with the other ministries to accomplish the goals set out in the Long Range 

Plan which was approved at the 2015 annual meeting. They are also working on and researching the coordination of the 

many different technologies we currently have at Trinity such as the web site, Face Book sites, streaming of the services, 

and the slide show on display in the narthex. If you have any suggestions for or would like to help with this ministry,        

feel free to contact any of the committee members. 
 

We have high expectations and goals for our Church in 2017. I am excited to be part of them and see them develop. 
 

God’s Peace, 

Bob 

(Continued from Front Page) 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

                      A great big thank you to all who made 2016 a special year!  
 

Trinity congregation is made up of so many persons who share their gifts, many who work             

tirelessly behind the scenes often without thanks.  As we share our gifts, we reap the benefits of a 

ministry done for our Lord.  A special thanks to all those who have given Christmas gifts, cards, 

goodies, and warm wishes to those of us in the office.  God’s best to you in the New Year. 

         

             Pr. Kevin Frey        Pr. Cindy Krause         Ellen Franzen           Jim Mettner 

             Our 3rd annual Thanksgiving Meal was again a success! 
  
            We provided a place for individuals or families to come and enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving Meal 
            with others from the community. 
          
               We encouraged community members who don't have a church home to become familiar with 
our church.  The meal was affordable to all by only requesting a free will donation.  We provided an opportunity for 
church members to volunteer and show their Christianity by serving others. 
 
Profit  from the meal will be donated to the area food pantry, thus continuing our service to others.   The number of 
volunteers we have had is tremendous! To watch young families serve our guests with such joy, I'm sure those young 
adults will continue to serve others throughout their lifetimes.  So many others......we had over 75 individuals that               
contributed their time, talent, or monetary donation to make this event a success. 
  
A huge thank you to Brian Laures from Big Ed's Firehouse for donating most of the food plus working all day, and Grant 
& Krissy Anderson for allowing us to get sweet corn from their field to freeze for our meal. 
We will present the food pantry with approximately $1300! 
  
Thank you isn't hardly enough but we do thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
Susanne Hauge 

What a sharing of time, talent and treasure. The Thanksgiving Dinner was once again a wonderful success 

thanks to the contributions of many people! The church has been beautiful with fall and then Christmas 

decorations. Thanks to all who took time to do all of that. We appreciate all of the special music we                    

enjoyed - and know that there will be more in January. ALL of your contributions are very appreciated.  

Thank you for the Mission Cross contributions in December too help replenish the "Kiddie Bags" for                 

the kids.  There will be lots of smiles as the kids see the new things they might find in the bags.  

 

The Mission Cross project theme for January is “Soap”er Bowl.  We will be collecting bar and laundry 

soap.  Please add a few extra bars of soap or a bottle of laundry detergent to your cart whenever you shop. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

We will be having a Special Congregational Meeting after services on Wednesday, February 8, Saturday,  February 11  

& Sunday, February 12.   

 

This meeting will be to vote on amendments made to the Constitution and Bylaws.  The Constitution changes will      

require two votes with this meeting and with the next being at the annual meeting.  The Bylaws changes will require  

only one Congregational vote.   

 

Please plan to attend one of these meetings. 
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**********************************************************************************************************

 

Happy New Year! 

We are looking forward to seeing you Wednesday, January 4th as we start quilting once again. 

There is a coffee break and fellowship to be had.  Please join us at 8:30 am on the 4th! 
 

Both circle Bible Study groups will meet on Wednesday, January 11th at 1:30 pm.  The Lydia 

& Miriam group will meet in the Fireside Room with Joan Oelke as hostess.  The Elizabeth              

& Martha group will meet in the Conference Room with Muriel Meyer hosting. We welcome 

anyone who would like to share in the Bible Study and fellowship. 

                                           June Sweitzer 

**********************************************************************************************************

In memory of Leslie Borcherding 

$150.00 General Fund 

$595.00 Bell Tower  

General Fund Total  $39,171.21 

Synod 1,441.00 

World Hunger  200.00 

LWR-Project Comfort 10.00 

Christmas Envelope - Synod 2,028.00 

Property Improvement Fund 1,290.00 

Cemetery Fund 273.75 

Tuck pointing Fund 970.00 

Altar Guild 154.74 

Elder Care 69.31 

Sunday Fellowship Fund 9.50 

Sunday School Memorials 610.00 

Wed. Night Supper 353.86 

Trinity Celebration 100.00 

Computer 45.00 

Congregational Life 100.00 

Youth 650.00 

Live Stream 140.00 

Endowment 254.99 

Totals $47,871.36 

In memory of   

Gertrude (Weidler) Freidinger 

$70.00 General Fund 

In memory of   

Adam Liddle  

$25.00 General Fund 

In memory of   

Gary Bartness 

$610.00 LIGHT 

In memory of   

Terry Wurzer 

$100.00 Boyd Cemetery 

In memory of   

Erwin Drewis 

$25.00 General Fund 

$25.00 Stain Glass Fund 
In memory of   

Loved Ones 

$1000.00 General Fund 

“Living Christ’s Love” 
Our Gifts to the Ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church 

Giving Report as of December 29, 2016 

Stewardship Note:  The congregation approved the General Fund Expense Budget for 2016 is $348,020.55.                      
                               That averages $6,692.70 per week or $29,001.71 per month! 

                                                General Fund Balance as of 12/29/16:  $14,893.68 
Note:   This balance is at time of the Trumpet printing.  Amount will change with month end. 
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**********************************************************************************************************

Poinsettias 
Thanks to all who purchased poinsettias to help decorate the church.  If you would         

like to take your poinsettia home, please stop by the church this weekend to pickup.      

The remaining plants will be distributed to the homebound after January 4th. 

I would like to thank everyone who participated in the LIGHT Children’s Christmas Program,         

Christmas Eve services and the Sunday service on January 1st.  We are blessed to have so many 

members in our congregation that share their time and talents among us. 

        Andrea Strottmann     

**********************************************************************************************************

The January 2017 Book Club will be reading All The Light We Cannot See, by Anthony Doerr.  
We will meet on the 17th of January at Vi Sullivan’s home at 7:00 pm.   Plan to join us. 

**********************************************************************************************************

Adult Sunday School Schedule 
Join us every Sunday morning at 10:00 am following worship in the Fireside Room.                         

Everyone is welcome.   

 

January 1:    NO Class/New Year’s Day 

January 8:    Bible Study 

January 15:  Martin Luther Trivia 

January 22:  Current Issues 

January 29:  Cowboy Poetry 

**********************************************************************************************************

12th Annual Cowboy Poetry and Western Music Event. 

 

January 27th and 28th Lawler, Starlite Ballroom, Swiss Steak Dinner at 6 PM and Show at 7 PM. 

Tickets are $25 per person. New this year is a matinee Saturday Jan. 28th , 1 - 3  PM matinee                

performance at the Chickasaw Event Center, in New Hampton, tickets are $10  - "Cookies and Milk 

with the Cowboys"  for ages 1 - 100. Great afternoon for anyone, a wonderful show for Grandparents 

and Grandchildren! We will also serve hot chocolate, coffee, and punch with those cookies!  

 

Tickets available at all banks in Chickasaw County and Frederika Bank, Park and Recreation office, 

Economic Development Office, or by contacting the Mishaks' at 641-394-2623. Proceeds are for 

the  TRIBE Recreational Trail this year.  Anyone wishing to be a Sponsor, to help defray expenses, 

please contact the Mishaks'. All donations are appreciated. 

 

Performers: Greg Hager, Valley City, ND, Brooke Turner, Clarinda, IA and Jake Riley, Riverdale NE 

**********************************************************************************************************

 Worship Live Stream Fund 

 A huge thank you to everyone who donated to the Worship Live Stream fund.  We are happy to say that we have enough 

funds for 2017 to continue this service.  If you are unable to attend church due to illness, weather or being out of town,  

check out the live stream service on the Trinity Website:  http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org.   

Trinity Website:  http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org  
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LIGHT Newsletter 
The Lord’s Prayer  
In January we will be spending 

some time learning about prayer. 

We will be especially focusing on 

The Lord’s Prayer. You can practice 

this prayer at home with your child. 

We will be helping children to 

understand that God is our Father 

in heaven and we can talk to him 

about anything, anytime we want. 

They will learn that God listens 

carefully to their prayers because 

He loves them like a perfect father. 

Volunteers Needed  
Thank you to all the people who 

have donated their time and energy 

to LIGHT. We NEED more teachers 

for February, March, and April.  

The rotations are games, 

technology, music, cooking, 

science, drama, and art. If you 

would like to volunteer, please 

check the signup sheets or contact 

Emily Sanford at 

trinluthss@gmail.com. Thanks! 

Noisy Collection Competition  
Thank you to everyone who 

brought in some change for the 

Noisy Collection! The winning 

grade level was 5th grade and they 

will choose their prize during the 

next LIGHT class. All money 

collected was donated to 

Chickasaw County SNAP. 

 Wednesday Schedule  
Meal: 5:00 - 5:50 

Worship 6:00 – 6:30 

LIGHT Education: 6:30-7:15 

Upcoming  Dates  
January 4 – LIGHT Resumes 

March 1 – NO LIGHT 

Ash Wednesday 

 Christmas Program  
Thank you to everyone who helped 

with our LIGHT Christmas Program 

on Wednesday, December 14. 

What a fun way to celebrate the 

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

 Call Church answering machine - 394-2552 

 Check our website - http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org  

 Listen to 95.1 or 104.7 

 KWWL (they do not guarantee notification of any cancellations or delays) 

The Stewardship’s Time, Talent and Treasures Survey is now available online on the  

Trinity website.  We encourage members to fill out or update your survey.                                                                         

It is easy to fill out and only takes a few minutes.   

Go to the Trinity website:  http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org  

Click Here to volunteer or update your previous survey. 

Manage your Giving online 
 

 Set up and manage recurring gifts to the Church  
Make one-time contributions  

View your online giving history  
  

Get started today! 
 

Visit our church website – trinitylutherannewhampton.org – click on e-giving 

 

Or use this QR code to go there directly from your  
Smart Phone. 

 

   
 

Call the church office if you have questions. (394-2552) 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

12:00 pm - 5:30 pm  

NH Community Center  

112 E Spring St. 

To make an appointment contact LifeServe Blood Center  

at 800-287-4903  

or visit lifeservebloodcenter.org 
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Sunday, January 1 – New Year's Day 
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional/Communion)  
 – Hymn Sing 
 
Monday, January 2 - Office Closed 
 
Tuesday, January 3 
 
Wednesday, January 4 
8:30 am Quilting 
1:30 pm Communion Service – Linn Haven Healthcare & Rehab  
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Contemporary Worship 
 – Council Members Installation  
6:30 pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8 Grade Confirmation Class  
6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
 
Thursday, January 5 
9:30 am Bible Study – Fireside Room 
 
Friday, January 6 
  
Saturday, January 7 
9:00 am Take down Christmas Decorations  
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional) 
 – Council Members Installation 
  
Sunday, January 8 
 9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional)  
 – Gospel Group 
 – Council Members Installation 
 – Baptism – Cora Lynn Schmauss   
10:00 am Adult Sunday School 
2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry 
 
Monday, January 9 
 6:00 pm Long Range Planning Meeting 
 
Tuesday, January 10 
  
Wednesday, January 11 
8:30 am Quilting 
1:00 pm NH Ministerial  
1:30 pm Lydia/Miriam Bible Study (Hostess:  Joan Oelke) 
1:30 pm Elizabeth/Martha Bible Study (Hostess: Muriel Meyer) 
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Contemporary Worship w/Communion 
6:30 pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8 Grade Confirmation Class  
6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
 
Thursday, January 12 
9:00 am Chickasaw Child Abuse Prevention Meeting  
9:30 am Bible Study – Fireside Room 
6:00 pm Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting – Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday, January 13 
 

Saturday, January 14 
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional w/Communion) 
  

Sunday, January 15 
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional w/Communion) 
10:00 am Adult Sunday School 
2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry  
5:00 pm Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation (DVD) 
  
Monday, January 16 
  
Tuesday, January 17 
7:00 pm Book Club @ Vi Sullivan's home  
  
Wednesday, January 18 
8:30 am Quilting 
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Contemporary Worship  
6:30 pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8 Grade Confirmation Class  
6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
 
Thursday, January 19 
9:30 am Bible Study – Fireside Room 
3:00 pm Communion Service at NHN&RC & Kensington Place 
7:00 pm Alzheimer's & Dementia Support Group @ Linn Haven 
8:00 pm Beer & Theology - Big Ed’s Firehouse  
  
Friday, January 20 
  
Saturday, January 21  
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional) 
  
Sunday, January 22 
9:00 am Worship Service (Traditional)  
 – Bell Choir   
10:00 am Adult Sunday school  
2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry  
  
Monday, January 23 
  
Tuesday, January 24 
  
Wednesday, January 25 
8:30 am Quilting 
5:00 – 5:50 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Contemporary Worship  
6:30 pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:40 – 7:30 pm LIGHT/7&8 Grade Confirmation Class  
6:45 pm Gospel Group Practice 
  
Thursday, January 26 
9:30 am Bible Study – Fireside Room 
  
Friday, January 27 
6:00 pm Cowboy Poetry @ Starlite Ballroom 
  
Saturday, January 28 
5:30 pm Worship Service (Traditional)  
6:00 pm Cowboy Poetry @ Starlite Ballroom 
 

Sunday, January 29 
9:00 am Cowboy Poetry Worship Service (Traditional)    
10:00 am Adult Sunday School 
2:00 pm Sycamore Ministry 
 
Monday, January 30 
  
Tuesday, January 31 
Noon - 5:30 pm Blood Drive at NH Community Center 
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**********************************************************************************************************
             Rodney & Sandra Bohach               1/1 
 JoAnn (Betten) & Carmen Miller         1/1  
         Ryan & Jamie Steege                        1/12 
         Ray & Roxie Bachman                    1/16 
         Andrea & Roberto Barron         1/16 
         Jim & Delores Grove   1/23 
         Dave & Barb Snyder                                1/24 
          Randy & Lori Nosbisch                             1/26 

Hale, Devin              1/1           

   Tupper, Katherine    1/1           

   Wagoner, Shirley     1/1           

   Newbrough, Amy     1/2 

   Erickson, Jim            1/4 

   Good, Michelle                  1/5           

Elliot, Devan         1/6                    

Krizan, Laura                 1/6 

McShane, Ashton            1/6 

   Hackman, Missy                1/7           

   Rude, Riley            1/7 

   Gansen, Jace             1/8        

   TeKippe, Madison              1/8           

   Brummond, Dalton             1/9           

   Drilling, Olivia                    1/9  

   Sorensen, Bennett             1/9          

   Anderson, Peyton                 1/10 

   Babcock, Lane             1/10                    

   Baethke, Diane                     1/10                    

   Drewelow, Hayley               1/10 

   Duneman, Jerry                    1/11 

 Groth, Heather                       1/11 

 Sittig, Renata           1/11 

 Gebel, Donna              1/13           

 Liddle, Dean                1/13  

 McShane, Brooklyn       1/14           

 Ollendick, Jasmin         1/14           

 Tank, Ken     1/15 

 Throndson, Donna     1/15           

 Straw, Joan                    1/17  

 Anderson, Ellen                    1/18 

 Drewelow, Melissa             1/19           

 Rapenske, Brady                1/19           

 Reicherts, Emma                1/20                    

 Hauser, Carol                  1/21           

 Maas, John                     1/21           

 Monroe, Harriet                 1/21           

 Heit, Lena                         1/22           

 Tank, Ashley                    1/22           

 Haugen, Mitchell              1/23           

 Schnieder, Cherie         1/23           

 Pesek, Jamey                   1/24           

 Hyer, Sydney                     1/25 

 Leibold, Nick          1/25 

 Sostak Jr., Louis                   1/25           

 Tank, Barbara                     1/25 

 Anderson, Ryker           1/26           

 Nosbisch, Randy E.            1/26 

 Rude, Landon                       1/26           

 Laures, Jeanette                    1/27           

 Tank, David                       1/27  

 Kuehner, Eric                       1/28                        

 Drewelow, Lloyd                  1/29           

 Hogeland, Jill                   1/29 

 Leistikow, Carsyn                 1/29 

 Tank, Alan                       1/29           

 Tank, Sheila                    1/29           

 Glaser, Triston                   1/30 

 Heeren, Larry             1/30               

 Kriener, Bailey            1/30                 

 Smith, Tom                  1/30            

 Porath, Jamison            1/31          

 Rasmussen, Jason              1/31           

**********************************************************************************************************

Jane & Dave Kraft and Mick & Bonnie Gage  

will serve in January 2017.  
 

(Communion Dates:  January 1, 11, 14, 15) 
 

Thank you to Bev Jerdee, Gloria Moudry, Susanne Hauge and Marge Strum 

for serving in December 2016. 
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Beer and Theology:  “What Would Jesus Brew?” 

 

Our mission is to help people connect with each other and with God 

through the common appreciation of beer. 

 
There is something mysterious about brewed drinks (Coffee, Tea, Beer) that causes one to pause  

and connect with others.  Sometimes they are enjoyed at the kitchen table, coffee table, rocking  

chair on the porch, and sometimes it is at the local tavern.  C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien were  

among a legendary group called the “Inklings” that connected at the “The Eagle and Child” pub.   

We believe God wants us to build relationships and we don’t want cultural barriers within  

the church to limit relationships that may not otherwise be cultivated. 

 

All eating and drinking must be done responsibly, and there are situations where drinking should be 

avoided. 

 

The church has a long history where it embraced alcohol. Jesus made wine. Monks brewed beer.  

Martin Luther, the leader of the protestant Reformation, was an avid brewer of beer. It wasn’t  

until Prohibition (1920-1933) that a subculture of the American church emerged such  

that alcohol was considered a sin or at the very least a non-essential part of life that should be  

avoided by devout Christians. This has led many Christians to drink in secret, and has severely  

limited connections between people that would have transpired around this ancient brewed  

beverage. Perhaps there is reason to demonstrate discernment between culture-induced values  

and Biblical values. 

 

By coming together to enjoy a barley-brewed beverage, we believe that people will build more  

relationships with each other, and with people who they wouldn’t cross paths with otherwise.  To  

this end we take a moment from our busy lives and raise a glass, and thank God for the blessings  

that he has given us – including beer! 

 

We believe that moderation is necessary for alcohol, just like with food and most everything in  

life.  We support people who choose to avoid drinking. You should not drink if you believe it is  

dishonoring to God, because you would be purposefully acting in dishonor according to your  

understanding of God. You should not drink if you are unable to drink responsibly, or if you  

knowingly would lead someone else to not drink responsibly.  Those who do not wish to drink  

beer are invited to enjoy a coffee or pop. 

 

Who says you can’t have beer and talk theology? Stop by Big Ed’s Firehouse for our “What  

Would Jesus Brew?” discussion group.  Come join us for beer, pop or coffee and a discussion on  

a theological topic.  What Would Jesus Brew?, is open to all regardless of faith or non-faith  

beliefs, is for people to talk about issues of religion, spirituality, and faith from different views  

and have open dialogue while respecting the beliefs of  one another.  Our first meeting will be on  

January 19th which is the third Thursday of the month at 8 pm.  We will meet in the back room of  

Big Ed’s Firehouse and the meeting will take place over one hour’s time. 

 

Pr. Kevin 
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Martin Luther:   

Monk to Reformer  

Wittenberg in 1536 

Not long after he arrived there, he became incensed by the church 

saying, in effect, that if people bought a certain document—an         

indulgence—it would provide God’s forgiveness for their (or a 

loved one’s) sins. Being a university professor, he wrote a list of 

ninety-five sentences to debate about the topic. That list, the 

Ninety-Five Theses, stirred up a hornet’s nest in the church and 

began the Reformation. He made them public on October 31, 

1517—coming up on five hundred years ago. 

R e f o r m a t i o n  500   

Martin Luther 

For challenging the church and refusing to back down,  Luther was 

called before the Holy Roman emperor, Charles V, at a meeting in the 

imperial city of Worms. Asked to take back what he had written, he 

refused and was declared an outlaw. Anyone could have captured 

him and killed him or turned him in to authorities, in which case his 

death was likely. Fortunately, his own prince protected him, hiding 

him out in a castle where he began translating the Bible into                    

German. In the process, he helped create the standard German        

language. 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for local use only and this copyright notice appears. 

We live in an era when fame is highly desired. Whether it’s getting hits on social media, getting invited to                   

desirable gatherings, or making it big in Hollywood or Nashville, people want to be known, to be memorable— 

often for the wrong reasons. It’s noteworthy, then, that in 2017 the Lutheran church—and the world—marks                  

a big anniversary involving one of our own (our founder, actually). Martin Luther didn’t intend to become                 

famous, and yet he changed the world, helping to usher in the modern era. 

 

This little sheet doesn’t have room to detail Luther’s life and accomplishments, and you will probably be hearing a 

lot about them from many sources, so this will just provide a brief overview. 

Martin Luther was born in 1483 in what us now central Germany but 

then was a separate principality called Saxony.  His parents tried to 

give him a good education and hoped he would become a lawyer.                    

Instead, when he was twenty-one he became a Catholic monk.  He 

wanted to earn God’s love but was tormented by  the sense that he could 

never be good enough.  He punished himself mercilessly until finally 

a wise mentor sent him to study and teach Bible at the then new 

University of Wittenberg. 

Luther wrote many influential books, most of which are still valued today. He created the Small Catechism to         

guide ordinary people in learning about God. He wrote hymns such as “A mighty fortress is our God.” He was a                           

passionate, sometimes crudely mannered man, and in later life he wrote terrible, cruel things about the Jewish                

people, statements for which the Lutheran church has apologized. 

 

Yet  Luther was a remarkable man, helping to create the modern notion of what it means to be an individual,                   

not just an atom in a sea of molecules, and, of course, reviving and reforming the church.  He is a man worth                

celebrating! 
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Please pick up your 2017 offering envelopes.   
They can be found on the table in the narthex. 

If your envelopes are not on the table, please write your name on the sheet available 
and we will make sure you receive your envelopes. 

2017 Calendars have arrived! 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Calendars  

are available in the back of the Sanctuary and in the Narthex.  

 Calendars are also available at:  

Pocketful of Posies - Mick Gage Plumbing and Heating 

and Linn Haven Rehab & Healthcare 

DATE  MENU 

4-Jan  Pizza  


