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Trinity Website:  http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org  

BEING THE CHURCH DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME 
 

As the coronavirus disease spreads around the globe, thousands of deaths 

have forced decision-makers to cancel schools, sporting events, restrict                    

international travel, and discourage common social interactions. We are                

being asked to self-quarantine. Financial markets are in disarray. Daily                

lives are being disrupted. For the elderly and others with weakened immune 

systems, the virus is more than an inconvenience: it is a deadly threat.                     

Today I heard that a good friend of mine has tested positive for the virus and 

has been hospitalized with both of his lungs full of fluid. 
 

Churches are also affected. Our meeting together for worship services, 

LIGHT and Bible studies, council and other meetings have looked differently 

over the past few weeks. We miss our fellowship with other church members 

around the dinner tables on Wednesday nights or in “our pews” at worship.  

We grieve that loss especially during this Easter season, however, we                   

understand that those routine interactions can easily facilitate disease                  

transmission from one person to another. 
 

So, what should we do to keep each other safe and spread the Gospel at the 

same time? How can we serve the hurting ones around us without exposing 

them to further harm (by unintentionally spreading the disease)? 
 

Here are a few ways we can respond to the dangers and disruptions                        

associated with the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

1. Rely on the Lord for His guidance and power 
 

Natural disasters and global pandemics force us to face our human frailty    

and mortality. Life as we know it is threatened and death becomes an                           

imminent possibility. Priorities change. Fear becomes a constant companion. 
 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 

Trinity’s Worship  
 

Trinity will remain closed and all church services and activities 

are cancelled until June.  The Executive committee met and felt 

it was in the best interest of our members and the community to 

not return to worship at this time.    

 

Our doors will continue to remained locked for the health and 

safety of our staff.  We are in the office, if you have a question 

or need something.  Pr. Kevin is available for emergencies by 

calling his cell. (641-330-7027).   

      

      Stay home and stay healthy! Thank you!  
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Christians are not immune to anxiety. Even the most active church members can be overwhelmed by                     

anxiety – just like everyone else. We have a remarkable opportunity to encourage the people of God to seek 

God during the crisis, relying on the Lord's promise: "I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you"(John 

14:18). God will supply all we need to do everything He calls us to do during this coronavirus pandemic. 
 

2.   Gather reliable information 
 

Misinformation and conflicting advice spread faster than the crisis. Just this morning I received an email              

message that went something like this:  "I received this information about the coronavirus from a friend of 

mine who read that ... so, here's what you should do. ..." Please don't waste your time and endanger yourself 

(and others) with information that may be incorrect or false. 

 

Go directly to the most reliable sources of information and read the announcements and guidance documents 

for yourself. In addition to the known facts about disease transmission and mortality, the best sources will              

provide you with guidance concerning prevention, testing, and treatment for the disease. For the coronavirus, 

that would include the websites for the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the World Health Organization 

(WHO), and the Iowa Department of Health. 
 

3.    Continue to Pray and Don’t Give Up 
In response to Peter's confession of faith, Jesus said, "... on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it"(Matthew 16:18). When Jesus is building His church -- when His people are 

yielded to Him and following His direction -- nothing in heaven or hell can stop the forward advance of His 

church. The routine activities of the church may be disrupted by the virus, but there's no need to hit "pause"              

on the Spirit-led ministry of the church. 
 

Numbers of people are having and choosing (for good reason) to stay at home during the pandemic. Advised  

to stay home and avoid potential exposures to the virus, the elderly are especially vulnerable and do not need 

to be in public spaces like our grocery stores or worship services. If someone has been exposed to the virus, 

they are voluntarily embracing a self-quarantine at home lasting up to two weeks. Colleges and schools are 

closed for the school year, forcing students to continue their studies at home. 

 

Those forced to stay at home may need assistance picking up groceries, basic household items or prescriptions. 

You can encourage them with an occasional phone call to see how they are doing, offering to pray for them 

before concluding the call. You might also consider how to help them access online church worship such as 

our YouTube.com services.  Our high school youth are available during this time to help those who may need 

groceries, an encouraging phone call or other needs.  Call the church office for more information about this 

opportunity. 

 

Consider ways to minister to those serving on the front lines of the crisis. Healthcare professionals, first                 

responders, school teachers/administrators, those working in the gas stations and grocery stores, farmers, 

truckers in the food chain, postal workers, funeral home employees, government leaders (the list goes on and 

on) could use your prayers and words of encouragement in the weeks ahead. Express appreciation for their   

efforts in writing, sending emails or cards. Pray, pray, pray for them. Thank God for their service and ask              

God for protection for them and their families during this time.  Pray as you walk around local hospitals,                  

fire stations, police stations, schools and municipal buildings. 

 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Pray for those who are unemployed or underemployed during these days.  Remember the families who are 

short on food and support our food pantries both here in Chickasaw County and the Northeast Iowa Food          

Bank as it delivers food the third Thursday of the month here to Trinity.  Last month we served more than                 

100 families through the mobile food pantry.  If you are able, call the church office to volunteer to help in our 

delivery process which will be May 21st this month. 

 

Finally don’t forget the kids in this time of need.  Remember those whose school years were interrupted, in 

colleges, high schools, middle schools and grade schools.  Remember those who would be graduating and are 

missing out on those “senior moments.”  Remember those who, much like us adults, are frightened about this 

time.  Here are some helpful hints for sharing with younger children. 

 
TALKING WITH CHILDREN ABOUT THE PANDEMIC  
 

Avoid using language that blames others for the virus. 

Remain calm. Your child will learn how to respond by watching your reactions. 

Provide honest and accurate information to your child. Give fact-based information that is age or                          

developmentally appropriate. Don’t make promises you can’t keep (i.e., you won’t get the virus or 

Grandma won’t get sick). Google lists a wide variety of online sites that offer age-appropriate talking 

points. 

Limit viewing of online, social media and TV to reduce the amount of exposure to the news about the                        

virus. After viewing, give your child the opportunity to discuss what she/he heard and to share feelings.                     

Clarify any misinformation and validate any feelings. Identify possible coping skills to help reduce any                   

anxiety. 

Maintain routines as much as possible. If routines will be different, communicate the plan with your 

child. Keep plans day to day without being too forward thinking at this time. 

Teach children everyday actions to reduce spreading germs. 

What is the role of prayer in illness?  Inviting God to act in our lives is a healing gift that we can offer 

to ourselves and to each other.  God is in the business of healing.  Healing happens according to God’s 

time, not ours.  We pray, God listens and acts according to a bigger picture than we could ever see. 

Why would God let this happen?  God’s desire is that we would be well.  Unfortunately we live 

within a broken world.  Bad things do happen to good people.  The ultimate healing takes place in 

heaven and someday all of us will not have to experience the brokenness that happens within our 

world.  It is ok to say that you don’t have an answer to every question because as scripture says,                     

“We only see through a dimly lit glass.” 

Look for the helpers! How can you (we) be a helper today? 

 

We WILL make it through this time.  Currently we have more questions than answers but there will be a day 

when this will be a memory.  Be faithful in trusting God and in helping each other during this most difficult 

time.  The church building is locked for everyone’s safety but Ellen, Pr. Dan and I are working and are as  

close as your phone calls.  Remember that weekly there is a message online as well as a Holden Evening 

Prayer Service online.  Soon we will be having a service of Holy Communion with passing out the                         

communion elements as you drive by in the church parking lot and then doing the service online from the 

sanctuary as you join us in your homes.  More information will be shared as that becomes available soon.  

 

God be with you all.  

Pr. Kevin 
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**********************************************************************************************************

 

During this time of social distancing and self quarantine, remember you can still worship with us here 

at Trinity.  View Pastor Kevin’s videos on YouTube by searching (Trinity Lutheran Church - New 

Hampton IA).  Devotions by Pr. Dan and his wife Sue are being posted for children and adults on       

the Trinity Lutheran Church Facebook page.  Call the church office if you have problems connecting  

to these sites. 

 

 

Below are the readings for the month of May. 

    

May 3 - 4th Sunday of Easter:   

    First Reading - Acts 2:42-47               Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:19-25             Gospel  - John 10:1-10 

 

May 10 - 5th Sunday of Easter: 

    First Reading - Acts 7:55-60         Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:2-10              Gospel - John 14:1-14 

 

May 17 - 6th Sunday of Easter:   

    First Reading - Acts 17:22-31      Second Reading - 1 Peter 3:13-22            Gospel - John 14:15-21 

 

May 21 - Ascension of Our Lord  

    First Reading - Acts 1:1-11        Second Reading - Ephesians 1:15-23             Gospel - Luke 24:44-53 

 

May 24 - 7th Sunday of Easter: 

    First Reading - Acts 1:6-14        Second Reading - 1 Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11        Gospel - John 17:1-11 

 

May 31 - Day of Pentecost: 

    First Reading - Acts 2:1-21        Second Reading-  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13      Gospel - John 20:19-23 

 

Devotion Books Available: 

If you would like a copy of a devotion book mailed to you, please call the office and let us know which devotion book                 

you will need: small or large print “Christ in the Home”, “Portals of Prayer” or “The Upper Room”.  (394-2552) 

Letter received from Bishop Ullestad, April 28, 2020: Worship Planning  
 

Dear Treasured Partners in Ministry,  
  
Thank you.  You are an inspiration as you faithfully find new ways of telling the old, old story. 
  
The Governor has begun the process of “re-opening” Iowa.  Included in this first phase was relaxing restrictions on    
congregational worship.  The Deans and Chaplains are preparing a response to that decision. 
  
I want to join them in their concern.  “Social distancing” will be in place through the summer, according to Dr. Deborah 
Birx, Coronavirus Response Coordinator.  Many of our members are among the most vulnerable.  Personally, I won’t  
be meeting in groups larger than ten until the hospitals allow visitors.  That is a guideline that has no political                          
implications. 
  
Of course, this is a local decision.  In some other denominations, the bishop can make this decision for the                               
congregations.  That is not true for us.  However, I ask that you take the counsel of the Deans, Chaplain and Bishop        
seriously. This will pass.  It just seems to be lasting forever.  We are noticing that the committed and generous                 
members of our congregations are continuing with their offerings.  That is to be commended. 
  
Again, thank you. 
  
In Partnership, 
Bishop Steve Ullestad 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

We continue to work on projects around the church.   The roof repairs have been started 

and the first section has been completed.  More funding will be needed to complete more 

sections of the roof needing repair.  Make a donation by noting “Building Repairs” in the 

memo line of your check.  We appreciate all the funds given for this project.   

 

The bell display is coming along.  Last summer the bell was removed from the bell tower 

and has been worked on over the winter.  We moved the bell to the new structure being built and are waiting 

for the roof to be completed.  We look forward to ringing the bell in the next few months. 

New Members to Trinity 
 
Due to worship services and activities being on hold, we have postponed the new                    
members class and worship service to receive new members until fall.  When we are able, 

dates for the class and receiving members service will be posted. If you know someone            
interested in becoming a member of Trinity, please have them call the church office to visit 
with Pr. Kevin or Pr. Dan about joining Trinity. 

               Northeast Iowa Mobile Food Bank  
 

               Trinity will be hosting the NE Iowa Mobile Food Bank on Thursday, May 21.   If you would 

               like to volunteer, call Sue Nosbisch at 394-3809 or the church office.   

 

The food items have been packed into boxes with the volunteers placing the items into the recipient’s cars.  This has 

been working out well.   If you or someone you know needs food, they are welcome to come on the date noted above.  

All that is required is a name and phone number in case of a recall.  The parking lot will open at 3:30, we ask that you  

stay in your vehicle and you will be directed when and where to pickup your boxes when the food trucks arrive.   

 

We thank everyone that has helped volunteer these past months.  Call if you can spare a couple hours to volunteer. More 

hands make light work.    

SYNOD ASSEMBLY UPDATE 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak, the 2020 Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly has been rescheduled for Saturday, Aug. 22,          

at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls, Iowa.   (Please note this change of location). 

The primary purpose of this one-day assembly will be the election of a new bishop. In addition, voting members will elect      
a synod  secretary, synod council members and nominating committee. Deacon Sue Rothmeyer, ELCA Secretary, will 
serve as the churchwide representative to preside over the election of the Bishop. 

Due to the unknown duration of the COVID-19 pandemic, updated registration forms will be mailed to congregations on 
June 22.  The Synod Council and staff will continue to monitor restrictions on large gatherings. If we need to cancel/
postpone August 22, a decision will be made by July 15. 

Sending out a huge Thank You to our members for their faithful giving to the church 

while the services are being held online. Along with  mailing your envelopes, the              

E-giving app is also available on our website http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org/, and 

the Simply Giving (auto pay) applications can be mailed to you by calling the church  

office.   

http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org/
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

SUHR DAIRY and Friends  

Annual  

Farm Tour Days 

College Graduates 

We would like to honor our members who graduated from colleges, universities or other                    

programs, in the June Trumpet.  Please contact the office and let us know if someone has 

graduated in your family this spring.   The office number is 394-2552 or email information                 

to trinityc@iowatelecom.net. 

Farm Tour Update 
 

Tours planned for May 4, 5 & 6 have been postponed. 

 

Farm tours will be rescheduled when group gatherings                                     

restrictions are lifted.  

 

Watch on the Suhr Dairy and Friends 2020 Farm Tour 

Facebook page for updates. 

**********************************************************************************************************

The Church Directories have arrived and will be distributed when we return back to worship.  

If you had Lifetouch take your picture or submitted a photo, you will received a copy of the 

directory.    

 

We will have extra copies available and are working on having a copy on our church website.  

More information how to view the directory will be given next month.    

 

If you have any questions regarding the directory, please give the church office a call. 

              We congratulate our Seniors of the class of 2020.   We know this is a sad time for you  

           and your classmates, but this is for the safety of all.    Don’t let this hold you back from 

           looking to the future as you get excited about college plans, joining the military or    

           starting you career in the Fall.  Know that your family here at Trinity will be praying 

           for you. 

 

Plans will be made to celebrate at a later date with our Baccalaureate service.   Until that date can be 

determined, please recognize these seniors for their accomplishments for their last twelve years with a 

card or note to let them know that you are thinking of them during this uncertain time in their lives.   

  

      Brayden Anderson          Katelyn Bartels           Austin Brincks 

      Mariah Darling            Madison Hoeck           Jessica Kuennen        

      Allison Nuss              Morgan Nuss            Elijah Nymeyer         

      Hunter Pesek             Emma Reicherts          Rachel Rinken 

      Laney Roberson           Alexa Wemark           Madison Wenzlaff   

 

The Trinity Mission Youth, Mike Reicks Chicken Dinner will be rescheduled as 

soon as we feel it is safe for our youth and community to come together to hold 

this great fundraiser.  If you have purchased tickets, please hold on to them. A 

new date will be posted when we can reschedule. 

Scrip cards are still available for purchase. If you need cards, call the church                

office to order and set up a time for pick-up.   
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THANK YOU 
A huge thank you to all our LIGHT 

teachers for the 2019-2020 year!  We 

appreciate all you did for the LIGHT 

children!   

 

Preschool: 

Laurie Broughton & Lavonne Suhr 
 

Kindergarten: 

Emily Sanford & Catherine Pethoud 
 

First: 

Susie Stumme & Edie Suhr 
 

Second: 

Staci Schutte & Kathleen Finn 
 

Third: 

Jenny Schwickerath & Christy Heit  
 

Fourth: 

Kim Kuehner & Sara Throndson 
 

Fifth: 

Jeanette Laures & Deanna Savre 
 

Sixth: 

Lauren Smith 

Vacation Bible 

School 
We are waiting to hear from EWALU                

if they will still be putting on their 

EWALU Day Camp programs this 

summer.  Our tentative plan is to have  

Vacation Bible School July 27 thru July 30 

with EWALU will be putting on our day 

camp.  Thank you for your patience while 

we figure out what our summer plans are! 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
Meal: 5:00 - 5:50 
Worship 6:00 – 6:30 
LIGHT Education: 6:30-7:15 

LIGHT Newsletter  
May 2020 

trinluthss@gmail.com 

Host Families 
IF we are able to have EWALU staffers, 

we are looking for some families who 

would be willing to host staff members 

from EWALU. Again, we are not sure if 

this will still happen as scheduled, or 

what changes may take place.  However, 

if you are interested, please let the 

church office know and we will write 

you and your family down as someone 

to contact if we are able to have 

EWALU Day Camp.  Thank you!     
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

Bass, Bobbi Jo          5/1 

Kuehn, Jason      5/1  

McGrath, Kinnick   5/1 

Pemble, Amannda   5/1  

Zabel, Trent      5/1  

Zeien, Nikki      5/1 

Anderson, Rosemary  5/2  

Liddle, Julie      5/2 

Wegner, Sue       5/2  

Ede, Burke      5/3 

Stochl, Rich       5/3  

Vikdal, Ron       5/3  

Kruse, Landon            5/4 

Vowell, Nicole    5/4  

Durjick, Sanja     5/5 

Fenske, Noah     5/5 

Dirksen, Darwin    5/6 

Perkins, Marshall   5/6 

Cordes, Lexie     5/7  

Gitch, Donald      5/7  

Griffin, Aidan       5/7 

Jaschen, Dave     5/7 

Kriener, Charlie    5/7  

Pint, Emersyn     5/7 

Reicherts, Tori     5/7 

Balk, Bryson     5/8  

Burgart, Sarah     5/8  

Pfaffle, Koltin     5/8 

Sanford, Emily    5/8 

Drewelow, Vern    5/9  

Wenzlaff, Madison  5/9 

 

Boehmer, Ace      5/10 

Kelly, Colter        5/10 

Throndson, Grayson  5/10 

Broughton, Blaize    5/12 

Engel, Shirley      5/12  

Meyer, Kris                   5/12 

Frey, Pr. Kevin      5/13  

Kuehner, Emmett          5/13 

McGee, Jack          5/13 

Rochford, Carlee           5/13 

Gebel, Tony        5/14  

Rieck, Cindy      5/14  

Zeien, Eveangeline     5/15 

Brincks, Sherrie     5/16  

Drilling, Rhonda    5/16  

Hauenstein, Cassie     5/17 

Liddle, Haley      5/17 

Sorensen, Stephanie   5/17  

Underwood, Adam        5/17 

Babcock, Andrew    5/18  

Hauser, Gatlin      5/18  

Heimerdinger, Dave   5/18  

Knapp, Madison     5/18  

Sittig, Trever       5/18 

Zabel, Paige       5/18 

Dust, Emily       5/19 

King, Brady        5/19  

Schwickerath, Brent   5/19  

Hart, Cheryl       5/20  

Heit, Jordan       5/20  

Nymeyer, Carla      5/20  

Pearce, Rodney      5/20  

Rausch, Reid                 5/20 

Roths, Linda       5/20 

Sjobakken, Paul     5/20  

Broughton, Carter    5/21 

Grove, Jim                 5/21 

Meirick, Sage      5/21  

Becker, Donna      5/22  

Jerdee, Bev        5/22  

Mohring, Roger      5/22  

Rinken, Valerie     5/22 

Rochford, Connor          5/22 

Sullivan, Vi       5/22 

Underwood, Brittany     5/23 

Franzen, Raelyn     5/24 

Dirksen, Danny      5/25  

Duneman, Liz       5/25  

Lewis, Kailee      5/25 

Schwickerath, Charlie  5/25  

Wegner, Spencer    5/25  

Burgart, Linda      5/26 

Dungey, Everett       5/26  

Lentz, Jordan         5/26  

Pesek, Hunter       5/26  

Ede, LeAnn        5/27  

Pint, Lanette       5/27  

Reicks, Marlene     5/27 

Groth, Jacob       5/29  

Flansche, Robert    5/31  

Gage, Brian        5/31  

Hoeck, Madison     5/31  

Sanford, Kael      5/31  

LeRoy & Roxanne Gray        5/1  

McKay & Andrea Youngblut   5/2 

Darrell & Vi Albrecht         5/4  

Bob & Samantha Mueller     5/6    

Steve & Dee McGrath       5/10  

Dean & Ellen Franzen           5/11  

Bill & Geraldine Bravener           5/13 

Dave & Michelle Liddle                5/14    

Brian & Julie Hoffman          5/15       

Steve & Rosanna Timmerman     5/18     
                              

Dennis & Kendra Crooks                5/19         

Gregg &  Lois Shattuck                      5/20 

Blake & Stephanie Sorensen              5/24 

Chris & Dawn Cain                      5/26 

Robert & Amy Newbrough                5/26 

Billy & Katie Franzen         5/28 

Dave & Deb Heimerdinger         5/28 

Gary & Melody King                         5/28 

Russ & Val Horner           5/29 

Jeremy & Lacey McGrath      5/29 

Matt & Briana Bader         5/31 

 

May Altar Guild members:   

Wendy Burgart, Mitch & Jeanette Laures, Kris Griffin and Geri Oltrogge. 

 

Members to serve in June: 

Nancy Morris, Joy Hall, Paul & Kathy Braithwaite  
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**********************************************************************************************************

Friday, May 1 
 
Saturday, May 2 
  

Sunday, May 3 
Worship (Message on YouTube) 
  

Monday, May 4 
  

Tuesday, May 5 
  

Wednesday, May 6 
  
Thursday, May 7 - National Day of Prayer 
  
Friday, May 8 
  

Saturday, May 9 
 
Sunday, May 10 (Mother's Day) 
Worship (Message on YouTube) 
  

Monday, May 11 
 
Tuesday, May 12 
  
Wednesday, May 13 
  

Thursday, May 14 
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting  
  

Friday, May 15 
 
Saturday, May 16 
  

Sunday, May 17 
Worship (Message on YouTube) 
  

Monday, May 18 
  

Tuesday, May 19 
  
Wednesday, May 20 
 
Thursday, May 21 
 4:00 – 6:00 pm Mobile Food Pantry 
 

Friday, May 22 
  
Saturday, May 23 
  

Sunday, May 24 
Worship (Message on YouTube) 
  

Monday, May 25 – Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

  

Tuesday, May 26 
 noon – 5:30 pm Blood Drive @ St. Joe’s Gym 
1:00 pm Ministerial Meeting  (Virtual) 
  
Wednesday, May 27 
  

Thursday, May 28 
 
Friday, May 29 
 
Saturday, May 30 
 
Sunday, May 31 - Pentecost 
Worship (Message on YouTube) 

**********************************************************************************************************

2020 Synodical Women’s Convention is Postponed 
 

The 33rd Annual Gathering of the Northeastern Iowa Women of the ELCA, which was 

originally scheduled for June 20, is being postponed.  

The Fall In-Gathering is still planned for November 7th from 9-11 at St. Timothy in Hudson. 
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**********************************************************************************************************

**********************************************************************************************************

“Living Christ’s Love” 

Our Gifts to the Ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church 

Giving Report for April 2020 

**********************************************************************************************************

General Fund Balance as of 4/29/2020:  $ 25,678.43 

 

Note:   This balance is at time of the Trumpet printing.   

Amount will change with month end. 

In memory of  

C. H. Betten  & Doug Betten 

$1,000.00 General Fund 

We thank everyone that directed their “Choice Dollars” this past year to Trinity for different funds.   

The Thrivent Choice program encourages benefit members to recommend where Thrivent Financial 

distributes an amount of its charitable grant funds. Members make this recommendation by directing 

Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches.  If you are a Thrivent member, 

find out if you qualify for giving “Choice Dollars” by going on line or calling your Thrivent                            

representative. 

General Fund Total  $16,918.70 

Synod $1,073.00 

World Hunger  $220.00 

Lent Offering $140.00 

Lenten Folder $210.00 

EWALU $40.00 

Property Improv. Fund $636.00 

Building Imp. $425.00 

Sunday Fellowship $10.00 

Women's Retreat $100.00 

Quilters $300.00 

Computer $20.00 

Youth $160.00 

Endowment $2,695.93 

Cemetery $27.80 

Total $22,948.63 

 E-Giving.  Conveniently donate to Trinity Lutheran Church anytime from your phone,               

tablet, or computer. Sign in to the Trinity website (http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org/        

and use the QR code to go to the site directly from your Smart Phone. 

http://trinitylutherannewhampton.org/
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Betel Ministry Update April 2020  

 

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble." 

Psalm 46:1 

Dear family and friends, 

We pray that you are staying well and connected with loved ones during this strange season of COVID-19 and social 
distancing.  We are thankful for your prayers and concern for us and want to give you a bit of an update on what is                 
happening here since we last wrote.  
 

Isn't it amazing how quickly life can change?  At the beginning of March, we were praising God for Timon getting his U.S. 
tourist visa and upon picking up his passport, finding the stamp good for FIVE YEARS(!!!).  The next week, we started a 
20-day isolation due to me being sick first and then Timon getting a chest infection.  We doubt it was COVID-19, but for 
the sake of community, we are being extremely cautious about being around others if there are any signs of a cough or 
fever. 
 
Here in the UK so far, we have been very blessed to have no one hospitalized at the very least.  We have had many 
people in isolation and quite sick, but no one so severe as to require hospitalization.  When you think about our                      
residents living together in close proximity in Betel communities, this is quite miraculous and truly the hand of God                
protecting us. 
 
And we are personally having opportunities to walk with Jesus in peace and not worry and fret during all this.  We bought 
our tickets back to the States two days before COVID-19 was declared a pandemic.  Since then, we had been hopeful 
that all this would "blow over" by May 29th when we were to fly into Minneapolis. 
 
During this last week though, I had been praying about whether it would be safe for me to be on a plane during two                
long-haul international flights.  I fall into the high-risk group because of asthma, but in my desire to get Timon and me to 
the States, I would have probably risked the trip, even though I was more and more uncomfortable about the possibility 
of being on two long flights.  But two days ago, the decision was made for me when I received a letter from the NHS that 
because I am in a high risk group, I am to be in isolation for 12 weeks.  So, until the end of June, I am in isolation.  
 

This means that: 
(a) I will be working from home 
(b) Only Timon can shop for groceries 
(c) Our trip to the States has to be postponed 
(d) All of the above 
 

Sadly, (d) is the right answer and we don't know when we will be able to reschedule our trip to the U.S.  We see the 
Lord's hand in this, though, and are hopeful that it will still work out for us to come to the States at some point this 
year.  We are holding onto plans lightly, though, and trusting in the Lord's timing.  As soon as we are able to reschedule 
our trip, we will be sure to write with the dates of when we will be in the States.  
 

In the meantime, we know that many of you may be impacted in this crisis, whether through your work and loss of                       
income, maybe you have been sick yourself or perhaps a loved one.  It's hard not to feel like we are in a bit of a bubble 
being in isolation, but we have been following the news and have appreciated getting emails and WhatsApps from some 
of you updating us on what is happening with you.  Please let us know if we can be praying for you in some way. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support for us as we rest in God's sovereignty over all things. 
  
Continuing to marvel in God's goodness, 
Timon and Lynne Robins 
Serving Betel International in the UK through WEC  
 

This is a portion of Lynne and Timon’s update sent to 

the church.   Visit their website to read about Betel 

International and view pictures of what is happening 

in the UK. 

https://betel.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c2fa023c861287ae2caf468b&id=53b18771e3&e=c994f5ca2e
https://betel.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c2fa023c861287ae2caf468b&id=53b742225f&e=c994f5ca2e
https://betel.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c2fa023c861287ae2caf468b&id=54e18734ab&e=c994f5ca2e
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